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is a man who believes fiercely in freedom and personal 
responsibility—and is able to say why. LP. 


UNATTAINABLE EarTH, by Czeslaw Milosz. New York, The 
Ecco Press, 1986. 141 pp. $17.95. 


“When a poet's mind is perfectly equipped for its work, it is 
constantly amalgamating disparate experience..." wrote T. S. 
Eliot in praise of metaphysical poets, and were Eliot alive 
today he might well have included Czeslaw Milosz with the 
best of that group. 

In the preface to his latest book, Unattainable Earth, 
Milosz (a Nobel prize winner for Literature in 1980) writes 
“Why...separate what is unified in time, in my case by the 
years 1981-1984?" As a consequence the book contains not 
only new poems by Milosz, but also companion poems of 
Walt Whitman and D.H. Lawrence that Milosz was translating 
into Polish during those years; prose written by him- self 
and others; letters from friends; and quotes from various 
sources including, Goethe, Pascal, Montaigne, Baudelaire, 
Simone Weil and the Old and New Testaments. 

With these to draw upon, the author grapples with the 


important concepts of his world: repression, conjugal love, 
pleasure (indeed, part one of the book is entitled "The Garden 
of Earthly Delights"), man’s relation to God, prayer, his 
lament on pre- and post-Communist Poland ("...why does 
loyalty to Polishness only harm it, while rebellion against it 
covers it with splendor?"), suffering, the future of poetry, the 
insufficiency of language, epistomological subjectivism, to 
name only some of them. 

Though such a diversity of ideas might easily breed 
discordance, Milosz unifies them with an underlying theme, 
and one which he recognizes as doomed from the start--to fix 
and freeze moments in time and thereby project meaning and 
order (minimal though it may be) onto his previously 
ungraspable experiences. 

Does Milosz find answers to the questions that he asks? 
Hardly, and one would not expect him to (hence the title 
Unattainable Earth). The meaning is found in the intensity 
and density of his words. M.W. 


Reviewers for Brief Notices are staff members of Freedom 
House. D.P. is Doug Payne, J.P. is Jiri Pehe and M.W. is 
Mark Wolkenfeld. 
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